HO	LIFE OP LORD OXFORD AND ASQTJITH
1899-1902 whom I refer ?   No one has denounced with more emphasis than they
Age 47-50 have that piece of piratical folly, the Jameson Raid, and the fatal neglect
—the responsibility for which, to some degree at any rate, must he shared
by the Government with a committee of the House of Commons—the
fatal neglect to probe it to its origin, to bring the main offenders to
justice and to punishment, and what is perhaps more important, to
provide prompt reparation for the mischief which has been done.   No
one, again, has spoken in stronger terms of the incomprehensible inertness
with which in the years that followed, the Transvaal was allowed to be
converted into an armed camp while the most elementary precautions—
such even as the mapping out of our own colonies—were not taken*  We
have not been sparing, further in our criticism and our censure of that
strange mixture of precipitation and lethargy which characterised some
part, at any rate, of the procedure of our Government, in the months which
preceded the war.   We have believed, and have always expressed the
belief—if I may quote for a moment words of my own, used upon the
very day when the Boer ultimatum was delivered, and since only too
amply proved by the event—we have believed that this was a war which
if it came would bring to the people of Great Britain neither moral
advantage nor military glory.   Yes ; and so far I doubt whether there is
a Liberal in this room who would not agree with what I have been saying.
Where we have been parting company with our friends—those who
agree with me and those who disagree from me will believe me on this
point—where we were obliged to part company with our friends was
here—that we held and still hold that war was neither intended nor
desired by the Government and the people of Great Britain, but that it
was forced upon us without adequate reason, entirely against our will.
Gentlemen, I am not asking you for a moment to assent to my view;
I am only saying that that was the view we held and hold.   I say again—
here again differing from many of our friends—that we hold and held
that blood has been spilt and the treasure that has been spent, have
been expended not in a criminal adventure, nor for the purpose of
replacing the ascendancy of one party by the ascendancy of another,
but that after the confusion and the chaos of this campaign, which we
did not seek, is over, there may arise out of it, upon the scene at present
of so much desolation and ruin, the fabric of a free, federated, self-
governing South African dominion."
The Holborn Restaurant had now been answered by the Liverpool
Street Station Hotel, and the <e war to the knife and fork/' as Mi,
Henry Lucy wittily called it, was well on foot* The next item
on the Imperialist programme was a dinner to Asquith at the City
liberal dub in recognition of the speech at the Liverpool Street
Hotel. That was fixed for 19th July, but in the intervening month
two things happened. Campbell-Bannerman called a party meeting
afe the Reform dub at which he received a unanimous vote of confi-
dence from Liberal M.P/S and Peers, and Lord Rosebery made a
separate <a®£l embarrassing demarche of his own.

